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Laura J. Goldman

Homeschool Evaluator

Testing Administrator



9823 Dungan Road


Philadelphia, PA 19115


(215)969-0099
 

laurag0099@yahoo.com




Dear Parents:

Thank you for registering your child to take the Iowa Test of Basic Skills with me on Monday, April 2nd AND Tuesday, April 3rd  My purpose in writing this letter is to give you more information concerning the achievement testing on those dates.  Therefore, please hold on to this letter for future reference.

Testing will take place at Westminster Theological Seminary, 

2960 West Church Road, Glenside, PA in Van Til Hall, Rooms 1&2.  You may park in any unmarked parking space, however, please DO NOT park in the marked spaces reserved for faculty and staff.  Administrative staff and faculty will be working. “Iowa Testing” signs will be posted on the windows and doors of Van Til Hall.  The campus is very small, so finding Van Til Hall should prove to be easy.

The nights before the testing dates, please try to ensure that your child gets a good night’s sleep and eats a good breakfast in the morning.  Both will help him/her to perform better during the test.

Students may arrive at the testing site as early as 8:30 am on Monday and Tuesday mornings.  Testing will begin PROMPTLY at 9:00 am on both dates.  I would personally recommend arriving a little early (Between 8:30 and 8:45) so that your child has the opportunity to meet me and has a chance to “settle in” before testing begins.  Please do your best to avoid arriving later than 9:00 am because this will not only interrupt testing for other students but could adversely affect your child’s testing performance as well.  Testing will end each afternoon at approximately 12:45 pm.

In order to protect the validity of the test, it is important that all students follow the directions and respect those around them by remaining quiet during the testing time.  It is very probable that your child will finish a section of the test before the time is up.  Please discuss this possibility in advance with your child and encourage him/her to use any extra time to check over their work quietly, and then read a book silently if time still allows.  Any student who is a distraction to others, will be warned once and then moved to another seat.  If the distraction continues, he/she will be removed from the classroom and will finish the testing in another room under the supervision of a parent monitor. 

Enclosed is a schedule of the sub tests your child will be taking and the times when they will be offered.  I am asking that parents come back to the testing site at Westminster Theological Seminary during the break time each morning if at all possible in order to help supervise your child and in order to encourage your child’s best efforts. (Please note that the break times are at slightly different times each morning.)  Because some of you are traveling from a distance, you may choose to stay at the seminary during the testing both mornings.  There will be a few empty classrooms and a large lobby for you to sit in while the students are testing.  Please, however refrain from having young children stay at the seminary with you during testing.

The testing cost is $50.00 per student.  You may pay by check or money order made payable to “Laura Goldman.”  Please mail your check or money order to the address at the top of this letter before the April testing dates or bring the payment with you on the first day of testing. Your child will not be admitted to the testing if your payment hasn’t been received prior to the first session of the testing.

Homeschooling law in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania requires that a child only needs to be tested in the areas of Reading, Language Arts and Mathematics in grades 3, 5 and 8.  Therefore your child does not have to take the Social Studies, Science, or Sources of Information sections of the test.  If you do not wish to have your child take any of these sections of the test, please indicate that when you check in with me on the first day of testing.  The cost of the test will remain the same regardless of the number of sections completed because scoring costs the same amount no matter how many sections of the test are taken.

Following is a list of what your child should bring and should not bring to the testing site:

· Several sharpened No. 2 pencils with “good” erasers. (“Bad erasers tend to smudge the answer sheets and could negatively affect scoring accuracy.)

· Scratch paper for the mathematics sections of the test.

· A book for your child to read quietly in case he/she finishes a section of the test early.

· A nutritious snack for the break time.

· A self addressed stamped envelope. (One per family is fine.)  I will use this to send back the scored results of the achievement test. 

· Please do not allow your child to bring any sort hand held game (such as DS) a calculator, an electronic thesaurus, an ipod, an ipod touch, a cell phone or any other such device to the testing site.

If everything goes as expected, you should receive the scored achievement test results within 6 weeks of the testing dates.  Once again, thank you for choosing me to administer your child’s achievement test.  I look forward to seeing you on the morning of Monday, April 2nd.



Warmly,



Laura J. Goldman, B.S. Ed.



Homeschool Evaluator



Testing Administrator 
